
                     
 

 
TESOL-SPAIN Regional Event, Friday: February 15th 2013! 

International Institute, c/ Miguel Ángel 8, 28010 Madrid 
(Metro Rubén Darío, Gregorio Marañon) 

 
Timetable (subject to change): 
 
17.00-17.30: REGISTRATION 

17.30-18.30 
 

Nicole Alonge Universidad Pontificia de Comillas Examining Questions - Challenging  
Students to Critically Think. Talk  A All LMix T 2      CTec  P . * . . T   
One of our jobs as teachers is to ask questions in order to ensure  students’ 
comprehension. However, are we asking them the “right” questions? In this session we 
will examine Bloom’s Taxonomy- a framework for teachers to use to promote higher-
order thinking.  Participants will be given different  classroom tasks and look for ways of 
improving their questioning tactics. 
 
 
David Bradshaw Colegio Alameda de Osuna Getting Them Speaking. W  A2,3  L2,3  
LMix TAll    S   CTec   P * . . . T   
One of the most complex areas of our work as teachers is providing activities to get our 
students speaking in the classroom. This workshop aims to explore a number of 
different types of speaking activities which have been used successfully with 
Secondary age students of differing levels, along with options for modifying the 
activities according to the students’ level. 
 
Shawn Redwood Nuestra Señora de Loreto Using Songs to Stimulate Meaningful 
Conversation and Self-expression W  A2,3  L2,3  T1,2  CTec Mus   P * . . . T   
Motivation through engagement is an important factor for successful language learning. 
Too often we use songs as a grammar review without any activities that stimulate 
meaningful conversation and self-expression. In this workshop, we will look at ways of 
creating communicative activities which allow students to recognize and use language 
in a wide range of contexts applied to everyday life. 
 

 19.00-20.00 
 
Silvia Benitez and Mª Antonia Castro Escuela de Idiomas Ebenen We Were Once 
Teens.  W   A2  L All T All CR  CTec  P * . . . T 
Don’t you sometimes feel that there is a wall between your teen students and you? 
Adolescents are hard stuff! Their attention span is short and they often lack of intrinsic 
motivation. After carrying out a research among teenagers, we will provide you with 
'hammers' (some of their favourite activities adapted to the English class) to knock 
down this wall. 
 
Andrea Littlewood Hyland Language Centre Speak about It! Write about It! 
Personalisation at Primary  W  A1 L1,2 LMix  T1,2  CTec  S  P * . . . T 
Children are keen to share information thatʼs important to them. In this session we will 
be looking at simple ideas that can be used alongside our course books to encourage 
our groups to speak about their world. We will be exploiting the childrenʼs interest with 



follow-up ideas that lead to a variety of written texts to motivate classmates and 
teachers alike. 
Tom Spain British Council Storytelling T  A2,3   LAll LMix  T All  S CTec P * . . . T 
I've been experimenting with students telling each other personal anecdotes for years 
and have discovered an almost limitless resource. It's interesting, unpredictable and 
has interesting by-products. Bring an open mind and be prepared to tell and hear some 
great stories! 
 
 

Closing plenary 
20.00-20.45 

 
Mark Hancock Freelance From Technology to the Human Touch: A Map of ELT    T    
A All     L All, LMix      T 1,2   P . . . * T 
 
How do you get from 21st century skills to CLIL? How does NLP relate to the CEFR? 
Do the new technologies have any connection with humanistic approaches? It's hard to 
find your way around in ELT these days. In this session, we will take a bird’s-eye view 
of the main regions and landmarks with the help of a map of contemporary ELT. 
 
20.45-21.45 Socialising in the Cafeteria of the International Institute.  

See you there! 
 
NB Coding of presentations: 
Student age: A1 primary     

A2 secondary         
A3 post-secondary       

Practice/theory e.g. P . . * . T (=3) 
1 indicates a practical talk, with theoretical issues not articulated 
2 indicates a practical talk with some theoretical issues discussed 
3 indicates a theoretical talk with some mention of resulting classroom practice 
4 indicates a theoretical talk, in which practical issues are only raised in a theoretical way 

 
AL Affective Learning 
CLIL Content-language integrated learning 
CTec Classroom Techniques: Practical ideas which can be taken into the 

classroom 
MDv Materials development: Presentation and exploitation of materials, 

design and development 
Pron  Pronunciation 
S Speaking 

TEA Testing, evaluation and assessment 
 
 
 
TESOL-SPAIN would like to thank the speakers giving up their time to prepare 
and give their talks, and the staff and management of the International Institute 
for making this event possible.  

SPEAKER BIO-DATA 

Nicole Alonge holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology from SUNY at Purchase 
College and a Master’s Degree in TESOL from CUNY at Hunter College. She has 
taught ESL at both Berkeley and Queensborough College and also has experience 
working as an elementary ESL teacher in New York City. Currently she teaches at 
Universidad Pontificia de Comillas in Madrid. 
 
Silvia Benitez has been an English and German language teacher at Escuela de 
Idiomas Ebenen for eleven years. She is currently co-assistant in the direction of the 
school, and is especially interested in learning processes and psychology applied to 



the language teaching.  She is, together with Mª Antonia Castro, writing materials for 
promoting communication in EFL and DaF teaching. 
 
 
David Bradshaw has been teaching in bilingual schools in Spain for just over twenty 
years. He is currently working in the design and development of a bilingual programme 
in a group of private schools in Madrid. His main interests are in the teaching of writing 
and the preparation of students for the Cambridge exams, both in Primary and in 
Secondary. 
 
Mª Antonia Castro is the Director of the Escuelas de Idiomas Ebenen in Torrejón de 
Ardoz and has over 20 years’ experience in EFL as well as DaF (German) teaching. 
She is doing research on how to change attitudes towards the learning of foreign 
languages in Spain. She is co-writing materials for promoting communication in EFL 
and DaF teaching. 
 

Mark Hancock started teaching English in 1984. He has a degree in Teaching English 
from Aston University. His books include Pronunciation Games (CUP 1995), English 
Pronunciation in Use Intermediate (2nd ed. CUP 2012) and he is co-author of English 
Result (OUP 2007-10) and co-founder of the ELT resource site 
http://hancockmcdonald.com . 
 

Andrea Littlewood has been teaching since 1985 and is Head of the Young Learners 
Department at Hyland Language Centre, Madrid. She is interested in teacher 
development and has given talks to teachers in the state and private sector. Andrea 
has co-authored the first cycle of the primary course Twister and is a Cambridge ESOL 
speaking examiner. 

Shawn Redwood has been teaching EFL for 9 years. He is a Teacher Trainer and an 
English Language Assistant at Colegio Nuestro Señora de Loreto in Madrid. He also 
worked at CEIP Federico García Lorca, Colegio Espíritu Santo and Colegio San 
Saturio. Shawn’s principal areas of interest are bilingual and international education, as 
well as implementing authentic material in classroom. 
 

Tom Spain has been teaching English for over 20 years and is fascinated by the areas 
of motivation and group dynamics. Because of this, he would like to use a more 
personalised methodology in the classroom. He enjoys finding and/or adapting 
authentic materials for use with students and is a big fan of technology as a useful tool 
for helping learners. 

 
 


